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To The News Observer,

The facts are getting lost
in all the Commidor K hys-
Leria.

Oplion 8A — the one cur-
renlly in favor —saves only
Lwao minutes over the exist-
ing road, The exact sume
Lwor epinutes would be saved
by making spot improve-
ments i the existing road,
and the most impaortant one

widening the “titucker’s
curve” — Is already being
done. Thése are TDOTS own
nurpbers from the Feb, 17
meeting.

S0 ... people’s visions of
“Mying over the mountain®™
are simply fantasies. The
new Toad 15 not going w
bring us one bit closer: to
Cleveland or o the Volk-
swagen plant

Fveryone says thal anath-
er rock shde is inevitable, so
we need an allernate route.
But what’s going to happen
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o0 Hwy, 64 it the new road
is buile? TDOT will stap
maintaining if,

There has been talk of
Polk County, the forest ser-
vice, and the rafters main-
taining it, but we all know
they cannot afford it. 1f
there is a rock slide wesl
of the rafling put-in, it will
probably be remaoved, sp the
Chattanooga people can get
(o the rafiers. If it happens
east ot the put-in, it will
probably just sit there, and
the old road will be closed
for goad.

The new road will involve
new cuts through some of
the highest mounlains in the
arga, and it will also be-ul

of acres of perfectly good
national forest, which is
what the tourists come here
Loy B,

It makes a lot more sense
to fix the existing road and

risk: for rock slidés! At that '

point, we’ll be right hack
where we started, having
spent $340 million plus the
additional cost of dealing
with the acid rock. We'll
have also twen up hundreds

to fix it right. It could be

done far cheaper and Tar

sooner and would pravide
exactly the same benefit,

Clyde Holler

Morganton
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