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W are Josing sight of the
[ucts in all the Cormidor K
hvsterin,

Ohprion 84 - the one curmently
in [avaor - saves uniy 1w
minuigs over e existing mad.
The exdcl same Dwo minu2s
wiuid [ saved v making sport
improverments in the exsting
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road, and the most mportant
one — widening the “trucker’s
curve”  1s already being dons,
These are TDOTs own numbers
from February L7,

So . people’s visions of

“flying over the mountan”™ are
simply fantasies. The new road
is nor gomg w bring East Polk
crnie bt closer we Cleveland o to
the Yollswagen plant.
Evervone savs thar another
rockslide 15 inevitable, 50 wo
need an alternarc roure, But
whats going to happon o Hwey
6 i the new road 1s buili?
Muinwining it will he wvery
expensive, even it therg aren’t
any more rockslides. There
has heen walk of Polk County

© maintaining it bt we koow the

counly doesn™t have the money.
There hus also een talk of the
foresl service and the rafters
maintaining il. bul the forest
service can't afford Lo mainiain
rrails with its current budgel,
much less tosds, TL s doubiiul
that the rafters woold accept
this responsibility, even it they
had the money. Supposedly, the
eorvernor has promised that the
srate will continue to matntin i,
nae 1 have heard thar politicians
sometimes promisc things that
don’cactally happen.

The likeliest ourcome will
b thar i1 will be maintained
in & mimimal way until there
i amether rockstide. If there s
g rockslide west of the rafiing
pul-in, it will probably be
remaved, so the Chattanooga
people cun pel o the rafters.
[f it happens cusl of the pu-in,

iconiinued on page 3)
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feordinged from page 4)

it will probably just sit there,
and the old road will be closed
for good, Love it or hate it,
the road through the porge is a
seenic roule, and it draws 2 Lot
of tourists to our ares, What will
happen to busincsses in Last
Pk it it is only passable 1o the
rafting put-mm?

The now toad will invalve
big now culs through some of
the highest mouwntains in the
aren, and it will alse be at risk
for rock slides. At that poml,
we'll be right back where we
slarted, having spent some
F320 million plus the additiony
cosl of dealing with the acid
rock, We'll have also tom up
hundreds -of acres of perfectly
good nationdl forest, which is
whal the tourists come here o
see. Apparently a lot of people
want to lear it up just to spite
“the environmentalists,” but
1'm nol sure it isa really smart
idest. R

“The study enwhich this whele
thing is based was done in 1963,
Femember Lyndon Johnson?
Herw about Appalachia and “the
war on poverly?” The Beatles
had a big hit with "“Yesterday."
That seems sppropriate. [tmisht
have made sense (o think that
hnilding more roads would help
“aAppalachia™ back in those
“thrilling days of yesteryear”
But this 5 2010, and we can't
maintain the roads we already
have. And we insist on building
new oncs, even though we
know that dsing fuel costs will-
eventually drive long distance
{reight to rail. In this particular
CHsE, WeE SE2m 10 be Insisling on

"1t berause we'ye been promised

il for so long that we actuslly
foel entitled to it, whether it
mikes sense or not.

© T makes & lot moTe sense

{o-fin the existing road and to
fix it right. It could he done
fur cheaper and far sooner and
would provide exactly the same
benefit. And ... itmight actually
happen.

- Cilvde Holler
Morganton, Georgia



